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Progress in Natural Science (Chinese/English version) was founded by National Natural Science Foundation of 
China in 1991. The initial issue was published bi-monthly with the name of Progress in Natural Science —— 
Communication of State Key Laboratories of China. In 1998, the journal changed its name to “Progress in Natural 
sciences”. Later in 1999, the journal started to publish monthly. Beginning in 2004, the journal was co-sponsored by 
National Natural Science Foundation of China and the Chinese Academy of Sciences.  
The orientation of this journal is to select and publish the latest achievements and academic papers of high level 
and innovative significance in fundamental studies and applied researches in varied areas in natural science, and to 
provide an active platform for the scientists and professionals in the world to share their achievements and to 
exchange experiences, so as to promote international academic exchange and co-operation. 
In the recent 20 years, with the great concerns and supports from well-known scientists, experts and professionals, 
Progress in Natural Science has made great accomplishment and become a high level international academic 
magazine, and the Chinese Version has an important journal searched and collected by many domestic retrieval 
systems, such as “the Chinese Periodical Full Text Database”, “The Chinese Science and Technology Paper Statistics 
Source Periodical” made by the Ministry of Science and Technology of China, “the Chinese Scientific Quotation 
Database” of the Chinese Academy of Science, and "Chinese Biology Digest", etc. Starting from 1996, Progress in 
Natural Science (English version) was searched and collected by SCI retrieval system. In “Journal Citation Report” 
(SCI-JCR) issued by ISI, its impact factor is positioned in the middle and upper rank among 50 kinds of 
comprehensive periodical journals.  
    New materials are among the base and the leading edge of modernized high technologies, and will play a more 
and more important role in the civilization progress and sustainable development of human society. It is for this 
consideration that Progress in Natural Science (English version) will change its name to Progress in Natural 
Science: Materials International for continuous publication, and its major content will also turn from natural science 
to material science and technology, mainly covering new materials and new technologies in some key areas such as 
new energy resources, new information technologies, biological science, advanced transportation and aerospace 
applications, and energy saving and environment protection, and so on. 
   The aim of the newly coming Progress in Natural Science: Materials International will be continuously 
focusing on enhancing quality and strengthening exchange. The latest achievements and high innovative papers in 
basic theoretical studies and applied researches of material science will be carefully selected and promptly published 
and reported, devoting to making great contributions to the cooperation and exchanges of material science in the 
world. 
